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The East Hempfield Township Zoning Hearing Board held a regular meeting at the Township Municipal 
Building on Monday, November 16, 2015, at 7:00 p.m. Members present were Kenneth Beard, Mark E. 
Hansen, Brett Jackson and Andrew Loose.  The only member not present was Elam Herr.  Additionally, 
Attorney William Crosswell, Zoning Officer Jon E. Beck, and a court reporter were present.

Vice Chairman Mark Hansen called the meeting to order at 7:15 P.M. and led the pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. Beard made the motion to approve the October 19, 2015 ZHB Minutes with the following correction:
correction to a typographical error on Page #1989, paragraph 3 to replace “page 1” with “page 1987”.  
Mr. Loose seconded the motion, which carried with a 4-0 vote in favor.

New Business:

Case #2342: L & H Companies, on behalf of First National Bank, filed an application requesting a 
Modification to the conditions of a previous ZHB case, Case #1074, for the property located at 580 
Centerville Road, within the Regional Commerce Center Zone (RCC) zoning district.

The applicant requested to modify the Case #1074 condition that limited the area of the Estelle Drive 
(southern wall) sign to 15.375 square feet.  The applicant requested an increase of the southern wall 
sign area from 15.375 square feet to 31.6 square feet.  Additionally, the applicant requested to modify 
Case #1074 Condition #2 to allow an internally illuminated sign on Estelle Drive (the southern wall face).

Zoning Officer, Jon E. Beck, entered photographs of the three banks from various vantage points along
Centerville Road as Township Exhibit #1.

Attorney Crosswell requested clarification of some of the information in the application, which required 
the applicant to amend some portions of the application.  The applicant requested that the ZHB grant 
and approve the proposed application amendments.  Mr. Jackson made a motion to approve the 
modifications to the application, and Mr. Beard seconded the motion.  The motion carried with a 4-0 
vote in favor. 

Mr. Loose made a motion to approve the modification to increase the Estelle Drive (southern wall) sign 
from 15.375 square feet to 31.6 square feet and the modification to allow an internally illuminated sign 
on the Estelle Drive (southern wall) face, with conditions (1) all other conditions from Case #1074 shall 
remain in effect, condition (2) the applicant shall revise and submit page 3, showing the correct area 
(31.6 square feet) for the Estelle Drive (southern wall) sign, and condition (3) the Board’s standard 
conditions.   Mr. Jackson seconded the motion.  The motion carried with a 4-0 vote in favor.

Case #2343: Prather Productions, Inc. filed an application seeking a Special Exception for a use not 
provided in the Zoning Ordinance for the property located at 21 Prestige Lane, within the Enterprise 
Zone (E) zoning district. 

The applicant proposes to add a rehearsal space on the property to replicate a performance 
environment in order to assemble the sets, furniture, and props, so the actors and productions crews 
can work with and test these sets and props before moving them to the actual theater.
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The applicant, Prather Productions, Inc. also owns and operates the Dutch Apple Dinner Theater, located
at 510 Centerville Road.

The applicant’s attorney presented evidence to support the request for a Special Exception to include, 
(1) the proposed use will support eight (8) shows, four (4) children’s shows, and six (6) concerts at the 
Dutch Apple Dinner Theater, (2) the proposed use will not be open to the public and (3) 18 people 
comprise an average acting troop.  The applicant also clarified that the application did not include any 
request for a Drama School.  

The applicant entered into evidence Applicant’s Exhibit A2 and A4 as part of the application.

Mr. Loose moved to grant the Special Exception pursuant to §270-9.1 for a use not provided in the 
Zoning Ordinance for the replication of performance sets and a rehearsal space, subject to the Board’s 
standard conditions.  Mr. Jackson seconded the motion.  The motion carried with a 4-0 vote in favor.

The meeting adjourned at 8:25 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Kenneth L. Beard Secretary


